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Synopsis

Meltdown is the riveting inside account of an American diplomatic disasterWhen George W. Bush
took office in 2001, North Koreaa ™s nuclear program was frozen.A Kim Jong-Il had signaled to the
outgoing Clinton administration he was ready to negotiate an end to his missile program. Today,
North Korea has become a full-fledged nuclear power, with enough fissile material to stage an
underground test in 2006, manufacture as many as ten more warheads, anda "in the worst-case

AN

scenarioa “provide nuclear material to rogue states or terrorist groups.A How did the United
StatesA fail to prevent a long-standing adversary like North Korea from acquiring nuclear
weapons?Drawing on more than two hundred interviews with key players in Washington, Seoul,
Tokyo, and Beijing, including Colin Powell, John Bolton, and ex-Korean president Kim Dae-jung, as
well as insights gained during fourteen trips to Pyongyang, longtime CNN correspondent and North
Korea expert Mike Chinoy provides a blow-by-blow account that takes readers behind the scenes of
secret diplomatic meetings, disputed intelligence reports, and Washington turf battles as well as
inside the mysterious world of North Korea. Meltdown shows how the U.S. refusal to engage in
serious diplomacy spurred Kim Jong Il to stage his nuclear breakout, and provides a wealth of new
material about the subsequent reversal of course that led the Bush administration to abandon
confrontation in the hope of negotiating an end to the nuclear crisis.Chinoy has produced a gripping

account of one of America’s longest-running, most volatile foreign policy crises that explains why

North Korea remains a danger todaya "and why it didn’'t have to be this way.
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Customer Reviews

Journalist Mike Chinoy provides a detailed, readable, and highly informative account of the long
running nuclear dispute with North Korea, starting with the 1992-94 crisis that was averted by Jimmy
Carter’s visit, the progress and understanding of the Clinton years that led to the Agreed
Framework, and the near establishment of Diplomatic relations, the confrontation, rhetoric, and
ultimately proliferation of the Bush years, and ultimately the mess the Obama Administration has
inherited. While the North’s motivations cannot be accurately ascertained, it would appear that the
ultimate driving force is the need for security. The DPRK began its nuclear program in the wake of
the Western victory of the Cold War and the end of Soviet Support, a climate wherein many in the
West viewed the collapse of the regime as inevitable. The understanding of security was almost
sealed under Clinton, in the visit of Marshall Jo Myong Rok to the White House in October 2000,
leading to the agreed declaration of no hostile intent, and Madeleine Albright's subsequent visit to
Pyongyang. What followed was an Administration unwilling to disavow the use of force against the
DPRK, and steadfast in its refusal to recognize the sovereignty of the country. It becomes clear from
reading that while former president George Bush had almost no opinion on North Korea before
taking office, members of the administration such as Donald Rumsfeld, who led a commission
calling for the abandonment of the Agreed Framework in the late 90s, and John Bolton, another long
term critic of the Clinton era diplomacy, had hawkish designs on the DPRK long before September
11th. The hawks in the Bush administration had designs on both the Agreed Framework, and the

1972 Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty.
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